Putting Old Baby
Gear To Good Use

Nicole Goodman
JN Intern

ainie Roth of Southfield has

turned her basement into a

makeshift warehouse for all
things baby.

After moving here from Passaic,
N.J., last year, Roth saw an opportu-
nity to take a successful organization
she had seen in Passaic and bring it to
Detroit’s Jewish community.

When her first daughter, Shayna, now
15 months, was born in Passaic, she
borrowed a baby carrier from the orga-
nization there and realized the amazing
things they were doing. Roth also has a
daughter Adina, who is 2 months old.
The family attends Ahavas Olam in
Southfield.

Detroit Baby Drive (DBD) is a dona-
tion and lending program for baby items
— high chairs, strollers, play yards and
more — within the Jewish community.

“T think it gives a sense of community,
vahavta l'reacha kamocha, love your
neighbor like yourself,” Roth says. “Other
Jewish people are an extension of us, and
we would want other people to benefit
from these things and enjoy them the
way that we did”

DBD currently operates from Roth's
basement, with the help of some of her
friends, including Leslie Ungar, Ariella
Rubin, Jessica Goodwin and Marianna
Feldman, all of Southfield. On average,

Roth spends approximately 15-20 hours
aweek on DBD. The group accepts
donation drop-offs as well as going to
pick-up donations; aiming to make the
donation process as easy as possible.

“People are very excited an organiza-
tion [like this] exists,” says Roth, who
has run DBD since last August. “[It’s]
amazing how people are so thrilled to
donate; they feel great knowing that
someone in their community, even if
they don't know them, is receiving the
donations”

In addition to providing items for
people to keep, DBD also provides the
Bubbe Basics Bundle, a free service that
loans baby items to grandparents or oth-
ers who have younger family members or
friends coming to visit, and who do not
need to keep the baby items for a long
period of time.

Roth was inspired to do this after hear-
ing about businesses in Florida that made
enormous profits from rental services of
baby items, and realizing that many of
the people calling about receiving items
from DBD only needed the items short-
term. Although this lending service is
free, Roth says many give a donation
after receiving one.

One such recipient of a Bubbe Basics
Bundle was Nacha Leaf of Oak Park. As
Passover neared this year, she had eight
grandkids under age 5 coming to stay
with her — four had been born since
Rosh Hashanah. She put out multiple
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Lainie Roth's basement houses

Detroit Baby Drive, a lending and
donation organization of baby items.

Facebook messages and calls to her friends
trying to find enough equipment for all
her grandkids to stay comfortably, and was
eventually referred to DBD and Roth.

“Lainie [is doing] gemach gemilut
chasadim, ‘acts of kindess;” Leaf says. “T
sent my kids to go pick up the stuff and
they came back with rave reviews. It left
such an impact””

Roth hopes to expand DBD and even-
tually turn it into the go-to organization
for baby items in Metro Detroit, while still
retaining the cozy, family-run feeling.

“Raising a family is a really expensive
endeavor,” Roth says. “It’s nice if we can
take away the financial burden so people
can focus on the more important things””

Detroit Baby Drive currently is accept-
ing donations of baby items and/or
monetary donations as well as taking
requests to receive baby items. If you
would like to arrange a pick-up or drop-
off, or make a request to receive baby
items, email detroitbabydrive@gmail.
com. For more information, go to www.
detroitbabydrive.com or call director
Lainie Roth at (917)-684-4347. [

JN CONTENT S| theJEWISHNEWS.cor

June 13-June 19, 2013 | 5-11 Tammuz 5773 | Vol. CXLIII, No. 19

Ann Arbor.. 1,12, 50, 52, 68 Obituaries. .......... 67
Arts/Entertainment .. 49 Out & About......... 51
Business............ 37 Points Of View....... 35
Business Memos. .... 38 SoapBox ........... 36
Calendar........... 28 Spirituality .. ....... 44
Food .............. 54 Sports............. 48
Here'sTo «.vvvvvnnn. 39 Staff Box/Phone List...6
Home ............. 40 Synagogue List ..... 46
Israel .......... 22,35 Torah Portion....... 45
Letters . ..... ... ot 5

Life Cycles .......... 57 .

Marketplace ......... 61 Columnists

Metro ......oovvvn.. 8 Danny Raskin ...... 56
Next Generation...... 32 Robert Sklar ........ 35
Our JN Mission

The Jewish News aspires to communicate news and opinion that's useful, engaging, enjoyable and unique. It strives to
reflect the full range of diverse viewpoints while also advocating positions that strengthen Jewish unity and continu-
ity. We desire to create and maintain a challenging, caring, enjoyable work environment that encourages creativity
and innovation. We acknowledge our role as a responsible, responsive member of the community. Being competi-
tive, we must always strive to be the most respected, outstanding Jewish community publication in the nation. Our
rewards are informed, educated readers, very satisfied advertisers, contented employees and profitable growth.

Shabbat Lights

Shabbat: Friday, June 14, 8:53 p.m.
Shabbat Ends: Saturday, June 15, 10:05 p.m.

Shabbat: Friday, June 21, 8:55 p.m.
Shabbat Ends: Saturday, June 22, 10:07 p.m.

Times are according to the Yeshiva Beth
Yehudah calendar.
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Imagine a

World Without
Hate.

Gender

n. The socially-defined
rules and roles for women
and men in a society.

Is this toy for a boy or girl?
Why?

How do stereotypes limit
children’s choices? What
can you do to broaden

The Anti-Defamation League
100 Years of Fighting Hate.
Donate Today!

Our mission remains as important
today as ever!

248.353.7553

www.regions.adl.org/Michigan

June13+2013 3



